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Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

December 10, 2016
The title of today’s sermon is: “The Perfect Will of God”

Before we explore this subject, let us seek God’s guidance as we pray.

I have heard many people in churches, on the radio and even in casual conversation say that they want to do God’s will. Isn’t that what everyone here wants, to be in the perfect will of God? Well some people who make that statement haven’t got the foggiest idea of what God’s will is? If I pointed to one of you and asked for an explanation of what God’s will is, could you give a reasonable explanation?
Turn to Ephesians 5:14-17 “Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”  
The command from the Lord through His servant Paul is to the church to “Awake thou that sleepest.” The parable of the ten virgins represents God’s church and it is so represented that the church is sleeping as Matthew 25:5 says, “While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.” And so here we are in this tarrying time sleeping. How deep is the sleep? Paul says, “Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead.” So it is a spiritual death-like sleep. Here we are alive, awake and alert physically, but spiritually in a death-like sleep. 
We are spiritually indolent, which means we are lazy or we show a dislike for work and study when it comes to the Lord’s business. But we are called to wake up so that Christ shall give us light. It’s a call to earnest prayer and Bible study, and Paul goes on to say that we are to “walk circumspectly” which means we are to examine carefully and to be cautious so as to be wise and not foolish, and we are admonished to redeem the time and stop the foolish waste of time. 
If the television is building you spiritually and drawing you closer to Christ then have it, but if it is disconnecting you from the vine which provides the spiritual nourishment, then don’t turn it on. Unprofitable television is Satan’s turf and exactly where he wants all of us to waste precious hours. In so many cases it is the forbidden tree which we are not to see, touch or taste. It is the spiritual sleeping pill that so many of us love to swallow, and brothers and sisters it is at the root of our spiritual lethargy. Lethargy means an abnormal condition caused by excessive drowsiness or prolonged deep sleep. In the second resurrection, the chain smoker will come up wanting a cigarette, the alcoholic will come up wanting a drink, but how sad it would be if we came up with our first thoughts, “I wonder what’s on TV tonight.” 
Our pioneers had no TV’s, no computers, no smart phones, no worldly amusements to distract, but they had their Bibles and they were using all their available time to study God’s Word, and so God revealed much light. But today the church is fast asleep; we are as spiritual dwarfs next to our pioneers of 100+ years ago. We are called to be wise and to understand “…what the will of the Lord is.”  

 Not just to understand what the will of the Lord is, but Paul further states in Romans 12:2 “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” He says we are to disconnect from the world so as to prevent ourselves from being conformed to the world. The word conformed means to behave or to think and become just like the world. What good is it if we use the 24 hours of the Sabbath to be holy beings, and then the next 6 days fill our minds with the words, the actions, the music and the behavior of the world, while taking pleasure in it?
Paul says, “…but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,” Listen, the word transformed means to change the character, condition or nature of. Of what? Paul says your mind. How? By the renewing of your mind. Well what does that mean? Renewing means to make new or restore it to a previous condition. How do we do that? Jeremiah says this in Jeremiah 6:16, “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” Paul says there in Romans 12:2 which we just read a minute ago, “…that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Let’s state the purpose of it again, “…that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
Now here’s what it all comes down to; does God ever force our will? Never! I say Never! It’s a choice we as individuals have to make. As I just read in Jeremiah 6:16, “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” Now here is the concluding sentence of verse 16. “But they said, We will not walk therein.” Verse 17 says, “Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken.”
How does the modern Christian say as in Jeremiah, “We will not walk therein; We will not hearken.” It would be something like, “I will do and watch what I want and when I want. Therein lies the problem. I will. I will is not God’s will. In Isaiah 14:13, 14 are recorded the statements of Lucifer as the mighty angel in heaven. In those two verses he says I will 5 times in his quest to be above the God of heaven. 
The servant of the Lord wrote in COL page 311, “Christ was obedient to every requirement of the law. He said of Himself, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart." Ps. 40:8. When on earth, He said to His disciples, "I have kept My Father's commandments." John 15:10. By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every human being to obey God's commandments. When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.”  {COL 311.4} Oh did you get that? When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life.
It is no longer our will in opposition to God’s will, but God’s will in us. Now we need to explore other scriptures that pertain to the will of God. As we had just read and David recorded in Psalm 40:8, that Christ was obedient to every requirement of the law. He said of Himself, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart."
We can see most clearly that God’s will is invariably and indisputably connected to His law. It is true that we are saved by grace though faith, Ephesians 2:8 and that is the basis of salvation, but never are we saved by grace in willful disobedience to God’s Law. It is not grace versus obedience, it is grace and obedience. Grace is indeed a gift of God and His law is the expression and the reflection of His divine character. The keeping of the commandments are as much a condition of salvation, as are the requirements of believing, confessing, repenting and baptism.
Now Ephesians 5:17 said we are to be wise and understand the perfect will of God, and Psalm 40:8 said I delight to do thy will thy law is within my heart, and of course the heart is the mind from which we get understanding. Now watch how the following verses tie it together. Turn to Psalm 1:2 “But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.” Psalm 19:7 “The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.” Psalm 37:31 “The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. Psalm 119:10, 11 “With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” And the Bible definition of sin is? 1 John 3:4 “...sin is the transgression of the law.” Proverbs 3:1 continues the thought, “My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:”
John says in 1 John 2:17 “And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” Has John told us what the will of God is in this chapter? Move back up to verses 3 & 4. “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” This is very strong language, but don’t forget, although the Bible is written by men, it is under the inspiration and unction of God’s Holy Spirit and nowhere in an uncorrupted version of the Bible will there be found any contradiction. So since we know that God’s will is that His law should be in our hearts (in other words our understanding) and that keeping the commandments is the will of God, and by doing so we therefore show that we know Him. 
On the contrary, John wants us to understand that anyone, anyone, do you hear me? Anyone who willfully chooses to break any one of God’s commandments, regardless of the profession of their mouth, they do not really know Jesus and they are classed as a liar. This is profoundly significant because we know that John said in Revelation 21:8 “…all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” And that of course is the eternal death and separation from God  Paul referred to in his statement found in Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death…”
Let us look at Malachi 4:1 “For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.” The root is Satan and the branch are all of his followers, including, now listen carefully, including ALL that teach we are no longer required to keep the Ten Commandments. Did you hear what I said? Satan’s followers includes all, that means pastors, radio and TV evangelists, and lay people who say we no longer need to keep God’s Holy, moral and perfect law. Here’s what God’s prophet was instructed to write about that:

“The whole work of the father of lies is recorded in the statute books of heaven, and those who lend themselves to the service of Satan, to put forth and present to men the lies of Satan by precept and practice, will receive according to their deeds. Root and branch will be destroyed by the fires of the last days. Satan, the great general of apostasy, is the root, and all his workers, who teach his lies in regard to the law of God, are the branches.” (MS 58, 1897).  There you have it. If they say we do not need to keep the Ten Commandments, they are an eternally lost people.
Some say that commandment keeping is legalism and is burdensome. We’ll address the burdensome first and then answer the question, “what is legalism?” Are the commandments a grievous burden? 1 John 5:3 “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.” There is no burden, they are not grievous. In fact Psalm 119:165 says, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.” It is only a burden and grievous to those who willfully break them because they take pleasure in unrighteousness. 
Now, about the legalistic aspect of commandment keeping. One definition of legalism is trying to get to heaven in a manner or plan other than what God has made plain. Therefore those who are trying to get to heaven by willfully breaking the commandments, choosing to reject the Sabbath of the Lord thy God and in its place keeping the child of the Papacy, the pagan day of the sun, sun-day, and thereby giving their worship to the Papacy in Rome and ultimately Satan, then they are the true legalists. It is Cain worship, totally unacceptable to God. How so? Jesus Himself said in Mathew 15:9 “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” Sunday is a commandment of men which came through Rome in the 4th century after Christ and Jesus calls it vain worship.
Paul said in Colossians 1:9, 10 “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;” 1John 3:22 says, “And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.”
Jesus made it crytal clear when He said in Matthew 5:21-23, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, (Now who is it that calls Jesus Lord, Lord? Christians of course) “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. (He that does what? the will of my Father) Verse 22, Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  Jesus told us what iniquity is in Matthew 5:19, “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
“It is by faith in the Son of God that transformation takes place in the character, and the child of wrath becomes the child of God. He passes from death unto life; he becomes spiritual and discerns spiritual things. The wisdom of God enlightens his mind, and he beholds wondrous things out of His law. As a man is converted by the truth, the work of transformation of character goes on. He has an increased measure of understanding. In becoming a man of obedience to God, he has the mind of Christ, and the will of God becomes his will.” {1SM 338.1}  
“The true Christian obtains an experience which brings holiness. He is without a spot of guilt upon the conscience, or a taint of corruption upon the soul. The spirituality of the law of God, with its limiting principles, is brought into his life. The light of truth irradiates his understanding. A glow of perfect love for the Redeemer clears away the miasma which has interposed between his soul and God. The will of God has become his will, pure, elevated, refined, and sanctified. His countenance reveals the light of heaven. His body is a fit temple for the Holy Spirit. Holiness adorns his character. God can commune with him; for soul and body are in harmony with God.” (Letter 139, 1898).
It was Jesus who created this world in six days and rested the seventh, the day He blessed and sanctified. It was Jesus on Mt. Sinai that wrote those Ten Commandments in stone and in the second commandment spoke these very words, Ex. 20:6 “And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.” It was Jesus who took upon Himself our fallen nature and showed us a perfect example that we should follow His footsteps saying in John 14:15, “If you love me keep my commandments.”
Sadly today there are many who base their faith on their feelings. Feeling righteous and feeling saved while transgressing one or more commandments. Proverbs 13:15 tells us, “Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard.”

We live in a time when our senses can betray us and therefore feelings are not a reliable indicator as to whether or not we live within God’s will. Facts found only in the Word of God are the only true source of discovering the will of God. Psalm 40 verse 8 is the fact.  If we can say, “I delight to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart,” then we may know that we are living within the center of God’s will. Then we can say like David in Psalm 119:165, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.” 
John wrote in Revelation 22:14 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, (the perfect will of God) that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”
Let us pray…
